
2021 Spring Awards
Georgia Scholastic Press Association

April 21, 2021



Honoring:
Broadcasts, Newspapers, 

Newsmagazines, News websites



And:
Journalists of the Year, 

First Amendment Essay winners,
Achievement Award Winners



INDIVIDUAL AWARDS
Special



SOCIAL JUSTICE 
REPORTING



Social Justice Reporting
Superiors

■ “Downtown Athens Black Lives Matter protests,” Naomi Hendershot, 
ODYSSEY Media Group, Clarke Central High School

■ “CCSD students tackle racism through education and activism,” Jackie 
Wright, BluePrints Magazine, Cedar Shoals High School

■ “Kamala Harris: First Black Vice President,” Chisom Ubajah, MHS Trail, 
McIntosh High School



Social Justice Reporting

All-Georgia

“The evolution of opinions surrounding the 
death penalty,” Jemiah Clemons,

The Chant, North Cobb High School



COVID-19
 REPORTING



COVID-19 Reporting
Superiors

■ “Beloved former U.S. History teacher Dorothy McGirt passes away from 
COVID-19,” Lanier Pickren, The Southerner, Henry W. Grady High School

■ “Adapt or die,” Daniel Stackhouse, The Prowler News, Starr's Mill High School

■ “Various local and state educational institutions close their doors in response 
to COVID-19,” Ireland McCage, ODYSSEY Media Group, 
Clarke Central High School

■ “On the frontlines,” Grace Peng and Rachel Everett, The Messenger, 
Northview High School



COVID-19 Reporting

All-Georgia

“Cedar Shoals alumni participate in 
Moderna vaccine trial,” Jackie Wright,

BluePrints Magazine, Cedar Shoals High School



INDIVIDUAL AWARDS
Broadcast



NEWS PACKAGE
Broadcast



News Package
Superiors

■ “Hamish the Service Dog,”Khariss Bender and Joseph 
Aboukhaled, Live @ 1575, Greater Atlanta Christian School

■ “Passion Package,” Braeden Larson, The Verve, 
The King’s Academy



News Package

All-Georgia

“COVID-19 Protocols,”  
Bennett VanOrden,

The Verve, The King’s Academy



IN-DEPTH NEWS/
DOCUMENTARY

Broadcast



In-Depth News/Documentary
Superior

■ “Mask Review,” Ella Wiseman, Live @ 1575, 
Greater Atlanta Christian School

■ “Black Firsts Part 1,” Marshae Dorsey, Live @ 1575, 
Greater Atlanta Christian School



In-Depth News/Documentary

All-Georgia

“History of the Black Church,” Joy Deas, 
Live @ 1575, Greater Atlanta Christian School



FEATURE PACKAGE
Broadcast



Feature Package
Superiors

■ “Army Package,” Jacqueline Ward, The Verve, The King's Academy

■ “Upper Room,” Braeden Larson, The Verve, The King's Academy



Feature Package

All-Georgia

“Alumni Profile: Katie Jones,” 
Andrew Brown, Live @ 1575, 

Greater Atlanta Christian School



PRODUCTION
Broadcast



Production
Superior

■ “Basketball Hype 2020,” Andrew Brown, Live @ 1575, 
Greater Atlanta Christian School



Production

All-Georgia

“Show Opener Fall 2020,” 
Joseph Aboukhaled, Live @ 1575, 
Greater Atlanta Christian School



SPORTS PACKAGE
Broadcast



Sports Package
Superiors

■ “GHSA Response to COVID-19,” Marshae Dorsey and Jimmy Hidalgo, 
Live @ 1575, Greater Atlanta Christian School

■ “Field Report: Hunter Yelton,” Krista Shumaker, ODYSSEY Media Group, 
Clarke Central High School



Sports Package

All-Georgia

“Swim Team Coverage,” Bennett Van-Orden, 
The Verve, The King's Academy



PODCAST
Broadcast



Podcast
Superiors

■ “Aviation pathway finding its wings,” Mary Jane Gagliano, The Prowler, 
Starr's Mill High School

■ “This I believe: Criminal Justice and Me,” Micah Shannon, 
ODYSSEY Media Group, Clarke Central High School



Podcast

All-Georgia

“Parents, students rally for face-to-face option,” 
Elena Hubert, Kamryn Harty and  Ava Smith, 
The Southerner, Henry W. Grady High School



INDIVIDUAL AWARDS
Newspaper/ Newsmagazine/ News Website



NEWS STORY
Newspaper/ Newsmagazine/ News Website



News Story
Superiors
■ “Black History Club spotlights cultural excellence,” Grace Peng, 

The Messenger, Northview High School

■ “Pace Hosts First Ever TEDx Conference,” Megan Hardesty, 
The Knightly News, Pace Academy

■ “Shop with a Warrior fosters holiday spirit within NC's community,” 
Amber Roldan, The Chant, North Cobb High School

■ “Senate race continues into runoff,” Nina Clark, Pitchfork, Marietta High 
School 



News Story

All-Georgia

“COVID-19 Affects College Process,” 
Sloane Wagreich, The Knightly News, 

Pace Academy



IN-DEPTH NEWS STORY
Newspaper/ Newsmagazine/ News Website



In-depth News Story
Superiors
■ “Redress for Linnentown,” Audrey Enghauser, Odyssey Media Group, 

Clarke Central High School

■ “Recommended new school name spurs backlash,” Ava Smith, 
The Southerner, Henry W. Grady High School

■ “The Digital Divide,” Owen Donnelly, ODYSSEY Media Group, 
Clarke Central High School



In-depth News Story

All-Georgia

“Calls to abolish Greek life grow louder
 on UGA campus,” Violet Calkin, 

BluePrints Magazine, Cedar Shoals High School



FEATURE STORY
Newspaper/ Newsmagazine/ News Website



Feature Story
Superiors

■ “Behind the Election,” Megan Serfontein, Grace Peng, The Messenger, 
Northview High School

■ “Local Black-owned businesses adjust to pandemic,” Ellie Winer, 
Nexus Magazine, Henry W. Grady High School

■ “The Plate Sale,” Emma Scott, ODYSSEY Media Group, 
Clarke Central High School

■ “Restoring the Creek,” Melissa Liu and Bedansh Pandey, 
The Messenger, Northview High School



Feature Story

All-Georgia

“Lighting the torch: The future of civil rights,” 
Kelly Tran, Yei Bin Andrews, 

Ava Smith and Aran Sonnah-Joshi, 
The Southerner, Henry W. Grady High School



FEATURE PROFILE
Newspaper/ Newsmagazine/ News Website



Feature Profile
Superiors

■ “First African-American valedictorian Williams aspires to inspire,” Elena 
Hubert, The Southerner, Henry W. Grady High School

■ “Thomas Barbershop's Tremendous Tale,” Alex Newberg, The C&G, 
Holy Innocents' Episcopal School

■ “Spotlight on Faculty Passion Project: Let America be America Again,” 
Darren Rosing, The Knightly News, Pace Academy



Feature Profile

All-Georgia

“Heather 'Lucky' Penney Fighter Pilot,” 
Marlee Rafter, Warrior News, 

JC Booth Middle School



COLUMN WRITING
Newspaper/ Newsmagazine/ News Website



Column Writing
Superiors

■ “Cummiskey's Corner,” Nelson Cummiskey, The Oracle, 
North Springs High School

■ “It's OK to Not Be OK,” Saaniah Hardy, The Oracle, 
North Springs High School



Column Writing

All-Georgia

“Musicology Corner,” Veronica Kogan, 
The Oracle, North Springs High School



OPPOSING VIEWPOINTS
Newspaper/ Newsmagazine/ News Website



Opposing Viewpoints
Superiors

■ “Travelling for the Holidays,” Francesca Abaraca and Julia Fortt, 
The Speculator, Chattahoochee High School

■ “Should sports resume,” Jenny Loveland and Peyton Stack, The Chant, 
North Cobb High School 



Opposing Viewpoints

All-Georgia

“Head to Head (return to in-person instruction),” 
Nicolas Willman and Essie Mitchell, 

ODYSSEY Media Group, Clarke Central High School



HOUSE EDITORIALS
Newspaper/ Newsmagazine/ News Website



House Editorials
Superiors

■ “Dear Holiday Season,” Staff, Pitchfork, Marietta High School

■ “Divided country challenges founding American ideals,” Staff, 
The Verve, The King's Academy



House Editorials

All-Georgia

“Waiting for a post-pandemic world,” Staff, 
The Messenger, Northview High School



COMMENTARY
Newspaper/ Newsmagazine/ News Website



Commentary
Superiors

■ “What about Fairness?,” Zak Kerr, C&G, 
Holy Innocents' Episcopal School

■ “We need to protect Planned Parenthood,” Rachel Laposka, 
The Prowler, Starr's Mill High School

■ “Cancelling SAT Subject Tests: A Blessing or Curse for Students?,” 
Shruti Nemala, The Speculator, Chattahoochee High School

■ “Home of the hip-hop,” Natalie Ripps, ODYSSEY Media Group, 
Clarke Central High School



Commentary

All-Georgia

“Highlighting the negative impact of 
Instagram on high-school students,” 

Shreya Mishra, The Bird Feed, 
South Forsyth High School



CRITICAL REVIEW
Newspaper/ Newsmagazine/ News Website



Critical Review

Superiors

■ “Justice League: An Injustice to Comics,” Isaac Linnen, The Oracle, 
North Springs High School

■ “Weird or worth it? Wandavision review,” Dominik Perez, The Chant, 
North Cobb High School

■ “Klaus: A New Christmas Classic,” Shruti Nemala, The Speculator, 
Chattahoochee High School



Critical Review

All-Georgia

“Winter Showcase Captivates Audience,” 
Darren Rosing, The Knightly News, 

Pace Academy



SPORTS NEWS STORY
Newspaper/ Newsmagazine/ News Website



Sports News Story
Superiors

■ “Dancing and distancing: SFHS Dance Co. Winter Showcase 2020,” 
Shree Delwadia and Maggie Craig, The Bird Feed, 
South Forsyth High School

■ “Alumna Griffith finishes top 100 at U.S. Olympic Team Trials – 
Marathon,” Kaitlin Palaian and Elias Podber, The Southerner Online, 
Henry W. Grady High School

■ “Stopping the Spread in Sports,” Carolina Turner, 
ODYSSEY Media Group, Clarke Central High School



Sports News Story

All-Georgia

“Realigning regions,” Gretchen Hinger, 
ODYSSEY Media Group, 

Clarke Central High School



SPORTS GAME 
COVERAGE

Newspaper/ Newsmagazine/ News Website



Sports Game Coverage
Superiors

■ “U.S. Olympic Team Trials – Marathon conclude with unlikely 
qualifiers,” Kaitlin Palaian and Elias Podber, The Southerner Online, 
Henry W. Grady High School

■ “It's a new day,” Abby Carter, The Prowler, Starr's Mill High School



Sports Game Coverage

All-Georgia

“Bend, don’t break,” Daniel Stackhouse, 
The Prowler, Starr's Mill High School



SPORTS FEATURE STORY
Newspaper/ Newsmagazine/ News Website



Sports Feature Story
Superiors

■ “Dick Buerkle...passes,” William Randall, The Southerner, 
Henry W. Grady High School

■ “The Brothers Townsend,” Daniel Stackhouse, The Prowler, 
Starr's Mill High School

■ “A helping hand,” Salai Diekumpuna, ODYSSEY Media Group, 
Clarke Central High School



Sports Feature Story

All-Georgia

“Grady Stadium renamed in remembrance 
of Eddie S. Henderson,” Ava Smith, 

The Southerner, Henry W. Grady High School



SPORTS COLUMN
Newspaper/ Newsmagazine/ News Website



Sports Column
Superiors

■ “Hooch Athletes Commit to the Next Level,” Francesca Abarca, 
The Speculator, Chattahoochee High School

■ “Nike pushes sports technology to its brink,” Bram Mansbach, 
The Southerner, Henry W. Grady High School



Sports Column

All-Georgia

“Gameday Takeaways - Region Play,” 
Daniel Stackhouse, The Prowler, 

Starr's Mill High School



HEADLINE WRITING
Newspaper/ Newsmagazine/ News Website



Headline Writing
Superiors

■ Eliza Ingle and Owen Donnelly, ODYSSEY Media Group, 
Clarke Central High School

■ Morgan Godsin, The Verve, The King's Academy



Headline Writing

All-Georgia

Braeden Larson, The Verve, 
The King's Academy



CAPTION WRITING
Newspaper/ Newsmagazine/ News Website



Caption Writing
Superiors

■ “Black History month photo captions,” Chloe Sears, 
ODYSSEY Media Group, Clarke Central High School

■ Jenny Loveland, The Chant, North Cobb High School



Caption Writing

All-Georgia

“Sports features captions,” 
Daniel Stackhouse, The Prowler, 

Starr's Mill High School



EDITORIAL CARTOON
Newspaper/ Newsmagazine/ News Website



Editorial Cartoon
Superiors

■ “Year 2080,” Kate Williamson, Pitchfork, Marietta High School

■ “Trump administration seeks to rewrite history with 1776 
Commission,” Anna Rachwalski, The Southerner, 
Henry W. Grady High School

■



Editorial Cartoon

All-Georgia

“Covid,”
Piper Rausch, 

Pitchfork, 
Marietta High School



SPORTS PHOTOGRAPH
Newspaper/ Newsmagazine/ News Website



Sports Photograph
Superiors

■ “Present the Trophy,” Annika Pepper, The Prowler, 
Starr's Mill High School

■ “The Game is My Practice,” Jordyn Mobley, McIntosh Trail, 
McIntosh High School



Sports Photograph

All-Georgia

“Spikeball Player,”
Samuel Rice, The Verve, 

The King's Academy



NEWS PHOTOGRAPH
Newspaper/ Newsmagazine/ News Website



News Photograph
Superiors

■ “Empty Chair,” Chris Tun, McIntosh Trail, McIntosh High School

■ “Power in Silence,”Jennifer Xia, The Messenger, Northview High School

■ “Warnock Rallies Athens,” Krista Shumaker, ODYSSEY Media Group, 
Clarke Central High School



News Photograph

All-Georgia

“School House System,” 
Sam Fickle, The Verve, 
The King's Academy



FEATURE/ENTERTAINMENT 
PHOTOGRAPH

Newspaper/ Newsmagazine/ News Website



Feature/Entertainment Photograph
Superiors

■ “Charging Forward,” Jennifer Xia, The Messenger, 
Northview High School

■ “One act cast: two time regional champions,” Alexandra Audrain, 
Pitchfork, Marietta High School



Feature/Entertainment Photograph

All-Georgia

“The Closet of a Raven,” 
Izzy Pullias, 

McIntosh Trail, 
McIntosh High School



PHOTO ESSAY
Newspaper/ Newsmagazine/ News Website



Photo Essay
Superiors
■ “A Barren City,” Grace Peng, The Messenger, Northview High School

■ “The Reality of COVID-19,”Savannah Hernandez, Pitchfork, Marietta 
High School



Photo Essay

All-Georgia
“Back to back to back to 

back to back,” 
Annika Pepper, 

The Prowler, 
Starr's Mill High School



INFORMATION GRAPHIC
Newspaper/ Newsmagazine/ News Website



Information Graphic
Superiors

■ “Northview Lunch: The Breakdown,” Melissa Liu, The Messenger, 
Northview High School

■ “GA Runoffs,” Grace Peng, The Messenger, Northview High School

■ “Vaccine trial infographic,” Jackie Wright, BluePrints Newsmagazine, 
Cedar Shoals High School



Information Graphic

All-Georgia

“Immunize Wise,” 
Maddie Poch, 

The C&G, 
Holy Innocents' 

Episcopal School



ILLUSTRATION
Newspaper/ Newsmagazine/ News Website



Illustration
Superiors

■ "Why Students are Suffering From More Stress," Maynor Chinchilla, 
The Sting, Roswell High School

■ “Gifted Kid,” Kathryn Hood, The Knightly News, Pace Academy



Illustration

All-Georgia

"Mariah on the move,” 
Mia La and Ava Maddox, 

BluePrints Newsmagazine, 
Cedar Shoals High School



PHOTO ILLUSTRATION
Newspaper/ Newsmagazine/ News Website



Photo Illustration
Superior

■ “Onside Look on Athletes' Opinions on 
Protocols at Practice,” Luke Hicks, 
The Sting, Roswell High School



Photo Illustration

All-Georgia

“Cracking Under Cultural 
Expectations,” Melissa Liu, 

The Messenger, 
Northview High School



DOUBLE-TRUCK 
LAYOUT/DESIGN

Newspaper/ Newsmagazine/ News Website



Double-truck Layout/Design
Superiors

■ “Dean's direction,” Natalie Schliekelman, ODYSSEY Media Group, 
Clarke Central High School

■ “The Digital Divide,” Naomi Hendershot and Lillian Sams, 
ODYSSEY Media Group, Clarke Central High School



Double-truck Layout/Design

All-Georgia

“The 2020 Election,” 
Kathryn Hood, 

The Knightly News, 
Pace Academy



ADVERTISING DESIGN
Newspaper/ Newsmagazine/ News Website



Advertising Design
Superiors

■ “Alpha Rug Expo,” Rosemary Chesney, The Verve, The King's Academy

■ “Holiday Cards,” Ella Chesney, Pitchfork, Marietta High School



Advertising Design

All-Georgia
“Beard Papas,” 

Grace Peng, 
The Messenger, 

Northview High School



SOCIAL MEDIA 
STORYTELLING

New Media



Social Media Storytelling
Superiors
■ “Noah Schoper Student Spotlight,” Claire Shirley, The Verve, 

The King's Academy

■ “Quaranthings,” Meghana Ramineni, The Messenger, 
Northview High School



Social Media Storytelling

All-Georgia
“FEM March,” 
Jennifer Xia, 

The Messenger, 
Northview High School



SOCIAL MEDIA 
BREAKING NEWS

New Media



Social Media Breaking News
Superiors
■ “Vaccine pool update,” Jennifer Xia, The Messenger, 

Northview High School

■ “What are you doing in the quarantine,” Melissa Liu,” The Messenger, 
Northview High School



Social Media Breaking News

All-Georgia
“Name Change Coverage,” 

Lindsay Ruhl, 
The Southerner, 

Henry W. Grady High 
School



SOCIAL MEDIA 
PROMOTION

New Media



Social Media Promotion
Superiors
■ “Senior Night,” Marliee Karinshak, Live @ 1575, 

Greater Atlanta Christian School

■ “Upcoming articles,” Emily Anderson, The Verve, The King's Academy



Social Media Promotion

All-Georgia
“Application animation,” 

Melissa Liu, 
The Messenger, 

Northview High School



EMERGING MEDIA
New Media



Emerging Media

Superiors
■ “The fairest of them all: Misogyny tight grip on Women,” 

Zioni Moore, The Chant, North Cobb High School

■ “More than just Melanin: the striking impact of Colorism in our 
Community,” Naisha Roy and Saahithya Gutta, The Bird Feed, 
South Forsyth High School



Emerging Media

All-Georgia
“The miscommunication between generations,” 

Jemiah Clemons, The Chant, 
North Cobb High School



GENERAL EXCELLENCE
BROADCAST



Superior

■ Warrior News, 
JC Booth 
Middle School



Superior

■ Live@1575, 
Greater Atlanta 
Christian School



ALL-GEORGIA
BROADCAST



LIVE @1575
GREATER ATLANTA CHRISTIAN SCHOOL



GENERAL EXCELLENCE
NEWSPAPER



Excellent

■ Green & Gold,
Wesleyan School 



Superior

■ Pitchfork, 
Marietta High   
School 



Superior

■ The Liberty Bell, 
Mount Pisgah 
Christian School

 



Superior

■ The Knightly News, 
Pace Academy 



Superior

■ The Verve, 
The King's Academy



Superior

■ The Forum, 
The Paideia School



ALL-GEORGIA
NEWSPAPER



THE KNIGHTLY NEWS
PACE ACADEMY



GENERAL EXCELLENCE
NEWSMAGAZINE



Superior

■ The Speculator,
Chattahoochee 
High School



Superior

■ ODYSSEY 
Media Group, 
Clarke Central
High School 



Superior

■ The C&G, 
Holy Innocents’ 
Episcopal School



Superior

■ Milk, 
Mill Springs 
Academy



ALL-GEORGIA
NEWSMAGAZINE



ODYSSEY
CLARKE CENTRAL HIGH SCHOOL



GENERAL EXCELLENCE
NEWS WEBSITE



Achievement

■ The Speculator, 
Chattahoochee 
High School



Excellent

■ BluePrints,
Cedar Shoals 
High School



Excellent

■ The Warrior 
Times Online, 
JC Booth 
Middle School



Excellent

■ The McIntosh Trail, 
McIntosh 
High School



Excellent

■ The Chant, 
North Cobb 
High School



Excellent

■  Oracle, 
North Springs 
High School 



Excellent

■ The Sting, 
Roswell 
High School



Excellent

■ The Bird Feed,
South Forsyth 
High School



Excellent

■ The Verve, 
The King’s 
Academy



Superior
■ ODYSSEY 

Media Group, 
Clarke Central 
High School



Superior
■ The Southerner,

Henry W. Grady 
High School



Superior
■ The Knightly News, 

Pace Academy



Superior
■ The Prowler, 

Starr’s Mill 
High School



GENERAL EXCELLENCE 
WINNERS

NEWS WEBSITE



The Knightly News
Pace Academy
Adviser: Lee Wilson

Small School

Medium School
The Southerner
H.W. Grady High School
Adviser: Del Ellerton

Large School
The Bird Feed
South Forsyth High School
Adviser: Clori Rose-Geiger



ALL-GEORGIA
NEWS WEBSITE



THE SOUTHERNER
H.W.GRADY HIGH SCHOOL



FIRST AMENDMENT 
ESSAY



TyKerius Monford
Cedar Shoals High School
Second Place

Anna Schmidt
Cedar Shoals High School
Third Place



NAISHA ROY
SOUTH FORSYTH HIGH SCHOOL

First Amendment Essay 
Winner



JUNIOR CHAMPION 
JOURNALIST



Natalie Schliekelman
Clarke Central High School
Runner-Up



AUDREY ENGHAUSER
CLARKE CENTRAL HIGH SCHOOL
Junior Champion Journalist



GEORGIA CHAMPION 
JOURNALIST OF THE YEAR



Natalie Ripps
Clarke Central High School
Runner-Up



OWEN DONNELLY
CLARKE CENTRAL HIGH SCHOOL

Georgia Champion Journalist of the Year



ACHIEVEMENT AWARDS



DR. GRANT RIVERA
SUPERINTENDENT, 

MARIETTA CITY SCHOOLS

Administrator of the Year



PITCHFORK
MARIETTA HIGH SCHOOL

Community Service



Freedom of the Press
CARMEL YONAS

“The Reality of Racial Inequality 
Towards the Black Community”

THE BIRD FEED, SOUTH FORSYTH HIGH SCHOOL



CONGRATULATIONS 
TO ALL!



SPECIAL THANKS



2020-21 Student Advisory Board

■ Alexandra Audrain—Pitchfork newspaper, Marietta High School

■ Dana Richie—The Southerner newspaper, Henry W. Grady High School

■ Jennifer Xia—The Messenger newspaper, Northview High School

■ Jordan Tovin—Phoenix yearbook and Silent Voices Literary Magazine, 

Woodward Academy

■ Stephany Gaona-Perez—BluePrints Newsmagazine, Cedar Shoals High 

School



With appreciation 

■ Lexie Little, GSPA Graduate Assistant

■ External Relations, Grady College of Journalism and Mass Communication






